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RamLA, KokHAV HA-ZAFON NEIGHBORHOOD: THE FINDS

Haait TorGE

The finds from the excavation carried out at Kokhav Ha-Zafon neighborhood in Ramla, to the
northeast of the old city, is herein described. Although the excavation revealed three building
phases (III-I; Figs. 1-5), most of the pottery from all three phases was dated to the ninth—
tenth centuries CE, suggesting that they represent a short span of time. In lieu of any clear
chronological differences between the three ceramic assemblages, they are described together.
The ceramic finds comprise glazed bowls (Fig. 6:1-12), simple bowls (Fig. 6:13-23), cups (Fig.
7:1, 2), a chamber pot (Fig. 7:3), cooking pots (Fig. 8:1-3), a frying pan (Fig. 8:4), casseroles
(Fig. 8:5-8), a holemouth jar (Fig. 9:1), storage jars (Fig. 9:2-7), a lid (Fig. 9:8), jugs (Fig. 10:1—
12), a goblet (Fig. 10:13), juglets (Fig. 11:1-4), flasks (Fig. 11:5-7), a pomegranate-like vessel
(Fig. 11:8), lamps (Fig. 12) and zoomorphic vessels painted red with white spots, probably
representing a gazelle or a fawn, which were used for pouring liquids (Fig. 13). Other finds
include two miniature bone spoons, only one of which was well-preserved (Fig. 14:1), and a
miniature glass bottle (Fig. 14:2).

The household character of the pottery assemblage suggest that the structure served as a
dwelling during the ninth—tenth centuries CE, although it included a small pottery kiln (Fig. 5).
Based on finds from previous excavations in the vicinity, the building remains at the site seem
to have belonged to a group of buildings that represent either a settlement that lay between
the ancient towns of Ramla and Lod or the industrial periphery that extended between the two

towns.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Phase III: an elliptical installation, looking southeast.
Fig. 2. Phase II: the building, looking north.
Fig. 3. Phase II: the building, looking south.
Fig. 4. A Phase I floor covering a Phase II wall, looking north.
Fig. 5. Phase II: pottery kiln, looking south.
Fig. 6. Bowls.
Fig. 7. Cups (1, 2) and a chamber pot (3).

Fig. 8. Cooking ware.
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Fig. 9. Holemouth jar (1), storage jars (2—7) and a lid (8).
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Fig. 10. Jugs (1-12) and a goblet’s base (13).

Fig. 11. Juglets (1-4), falsks (5-7) and a pomegranate-like vessel (8).

Fig. 12. Lamps.

Fig. 13. Zoomorphic vessels.

Fig. 14. A bone spoon (1; L119; B1071) and a miniature glass bottle (2; surface; B1139).
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