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HARISH

ELIE HADDAD

Between December 2010 and March 2011, a trial excavation was conducted over an extensive area (c. 3.2 sq
km; map ref. 203082-5097/706473-8955; Fig. 1) along the eastern fringes of the Sharon marzeva (the eastern
topographical trough), east of Highway 6, prior to the expansion of Harish. The excavation aimed at determining
the extent of archaeological remains discovered during an earlier development survey: walls, agricultural terraces,
field towers, building remains, rock-hewn installations, caves, tombs, potsherd concentrations and flint scatters.
One hundred sixteen excavation points were examined over the course of the excavation; only 90 contained
archaeological remains. The excavation points were explored in three excavation zones (3—5; Fig. 1). Each zone
was divided into two or three areas. Two zones (1, 2) were not excavated at this stage.

Area 3a (Fig. 2) is located on a hilltop, where in the 1990s A. Zertal identified a Roman-period farmstead with
a large courtyard and buildings (Site 90; el-Meidin). The current excavation, conducted both inside and outside
the farm (Plan 1), yielded walls (Plans 2, 3; Figs. 3, 4), a stone quarry, a tabun, a shallow refuse pit that contained
numerous pottery fragments dating from the Middle Roman period (Fig. 5) and a stone cairn (field tower? Fig. 6)
consisting of five concentric walls (diam. of the external wall: c. 17 m), as well as elliptical rock-cut basins and
several cupmarks (Plan 4). The remains in Area 3b (Plan 5), opened on a low hill covered with a dense thicket,
were meager: stone-clearance heaps, several terraces and cupmarks.

Area 4a, located within Mezer Forest (Ma‘anit Forest; Plan 6), contained numerous terraces set along a north—
south axis. One long terrace abutted a bedrock surface with a hewn water cistern (Plan 7) that contained layers of
ash and charcoal; it was probably converted into a charcoal kiln. The area yielded a square dais (Fig. 7), a terrace
with round installations and a cave (Fig. 8), possibly used for burial, which was not excavated. A winepress

and burial caves were unearthed at Excavation Point 723 (Plan 8; Fig. 9). The winepress comprised a shallow
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treading floor (L454) and a rectangular collecting vat (L484A); the two were connected via two hewn pipes. This
winepress is of the Ta’anakh Type, dated to the Middle Bronze Age I1. Two tombs (L465, L488; Fig. 9) were cut
into the treading floor at a later time. Their openings were hewn as square shafts (1 x 1 m) that were originally
sealed with large, rectangular cover stones with a square boss on their underside, which fit into the shaft. One
cover stone was found lying beside the winepress, and the other was found set on its side in the opening of
Tomb 488 (Fig. 10). Each shaft opened on to an elliptical cavity (Fig. 11). Tomb 465 was mostly robbed and
contained soil, a few potsherds and several fragments of long bones belonging to an adult, as well as fragments
of animal bones. Tomb 488 contained poorly preserved articulated bones of an 18-21 years old individual and a
few potsherds, including a fragment of an oil lamp bearing a palm-frond motif dated to the fifth—sixth centuries
CE (Fig. 12).

The remains in Area 4b (Plan 9) include stone-clearance heaps, terraces, a pair of cupmarks, a large, rock-hewn
rectangle and a karstic cave (Fig. 13) with a built wall closing off its entrance. A probe north of the cave revealed
a series of soil fills and natural sediments (Fig. 14). The area lies in part within the boundaries of Horbat Nazur
(East; Plan 10), which was excavated in the past by E. Eisenberg. It became apparent that what was previously
identified as a massive wall (W48) was actually two walls forming a corner open to the west (W989, W990).
Area 4c (Plan 11) was opened on a spur partially cut by a modern quarry. It yielded a number of stone-clearance
heaps, a terrace, two caves, a field tower and a knapping site from the early or middle phase of the Epipalaeolithic
period (Figs. 15-18).

Area 5a (Plan 12) is located on a long, east-west oriented and west-sloping spur covered with terraces. A cave
with part of its roof missing contained potsherds from the Late Roman and Byzantine periods. In Area 5b (Plan
13), which extended over a hill, a number of terraces and a natural cave were examined. At the tip of the hill were
poorly-preserved remains of a quadrilateral compound (Plan 14; Fig. 19), which had two openings; the main one,
facing east, still had a built threshold (Fig. 20) and a door jamb with a bolt socket. In the southwestern corner of
the compound was an occupation area with a cupmark, an underground chamber and a deep shaft that led into a
cistern coated with hydraulic plaster typical of the Late Roman period and common in Byzantine-period sites as
well. The scant amount of ceramic finds from this area was mostly from the Late Roman and Byzantine periods
(Fig. 21) and, in a small part, from the Ottoman period (Fig. 22). Finds from the latter include clay tobacco pipes
from the seventeenth century CE (Fig. 22:4) and from the nineteenth century CE (Fig. 22:5, 6).

Glass finds come primarily from the refuse pit in Area 3a and date from the third—fourth centuries CE. They
include several bowl types and a few fragments of closed vessels, including a juglet and bottles manufactured in
workshops in the region during the Late Roman period. Two chunks of clean, bluish-greenish raw glass were also
found. They most probably originated in a nearby glass workshop.

The finds unearthed in the excavation indicate that the area served as an agricultural hinterland of a nearby

settlement, most probably Tel Ma‘anit, during the Late Roman and Byzantine periods.
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CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Map of excavation areas.

Fig. 2. Aerial view of Area 3a.

Plan 1. Area 3a.

Plan 2. Wall 40, plan and section.

Fig. 3. Wall 40, looking west.

Fig. 4. Wall 135, looking east.

Fig. 5. Ceramic finds from the refuse pit at Excavation Point 137.
Plan 3. Excavation Point 700.

Fig. 6. Stone heap at Excavation Point 39, aerial view.

Plan 4. Excavation Point 704.

Plan 5. Area 3b.

Plan 6. Area 4a.

Plan 7. Excavation Points 717 and 719, plan and section.

Fig. 7. Field tower (?) at Excavation Point 611, looking southwest.
Fig. 8. Burial cave (?) at Excavation Point 609, looking south-east.
Plan 8. Excavation Point 723, plan and sections.

Fig. 9. Excavation Point 723, looking west.

Fig. 10. Tombs 465 and 488, looking southwest.

Fig. 11. Tomb 488, looking southwast.

Fig. 12. Lamp fragment.

Plan 9. Area 4b.

Fig. 13. Excavation Point 201, looking south.

Fig. 14. Stones from the middle sediment layer north of the cave in Excavation Point 201.
Plan 10. Excavation Point 209.

Plan 11. Area 4c.

Fig. 15. Flint items.

Fig. 16. Flint finds from Area 4c: cores.

Fig. 17. Flint finds from Area 4c: microliths.

Fig. 18. Flint tools from Area 4c: side scrapers (1, 2), end scrapers (3, 4), awl (5), burins (6, 7), retouched blade
(8) and a multiple tool (9).

Plan 12. Area Sa.

Plan 13. Area 5b.
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Plan 14. Excavation Point 158, plan and sections.

Fig. 19. Excavation Point 158, remains of the built enclosure, aerial view.

Fig. 20. A threshold in the built enclosure at Excavation Point 158, looking east.

Fig. 21. Pottery from the built enclosure at Excavation Point 158: the Late Roman and Byzantine periods.

Fig. 22. Pottery from the built enclosure at Excavation Point 158: the Ottoman period.



