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HorBAT HANUT: ANTHROPOLOGICAL FINDS

VERED ESHED

In the three burial caves that were exposed at Horbat Hanut (Caves 1-3; see Badhi and Ayalon 2018),
human bones were discovered in what were either secondary burials or disturbed primary burials. Since
the caves were plundered in the past and none of the bones were found in situ, and only partial data could
be gleaned from them. In Cave 1, thirty-four individuals were buried in kokhim; eighteen of these were
adults, of whom eight males and seven females were identified. Cave 2 contained the bones of several
adult individuals, including two females, as well as one child and one fetus. Cave 3 contained the bones
of several adults and children in the chamber and in the kokhim. Since the cave was robbed in antiquity,
most of the bones in all the kokhim had been disturbed and were found gathered at the front of the kokhim.
Detailed examination was only carried out on those interred in Kokh 307, where eleven individuals were
identified, including two adults, one of which was a female, and nine children aged 0.5-10 years.

The bones found in Kokh 307 reflect a normal population, with individuals of both sexes, including
children and adults. However, the number of adults identified in the kokh is smaller than the number of
children, since longer bones were broken while the cave was robbed, whereas smaller bones were preserved
intact. It is therefore impossible to deduce the age ratio of those interred in the cave. Nevertheless, as the
common proportion of children among the interred in similar burials is 30 percent, the estimated 15
children that were buried in the entire cave would indicate that at least thirty-five adults were buried there

as well.
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