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‘Ap HaLom: A SAQIYE INSTALLATION FROM THE BYZANTINE AND EARLY
IsLamic PErioDS AT THE FooT oF TEL ASHDOD

Ya‘AaQov Y. BAUMGARTEN

A sagqiye installation complex was uncovered at the foot of the northwest corner of Tel Ashdod
(map ref. 16735/62980; Fig. 1). Four phases of construction were identified (I-1V; Plan 1). Phase
I comprises plastered walls and floors (Fig. 2) that belonged to a water-holding installation that
was in use prior to the construction of the sagiye installation, probably in the second half of the
fourth century CE, or even earlier; the scarce ceramic finds from this phase (Fig. 13) date to the
fifth century CE.

The sagiye installation was constructed in Phase II: a sagiye well (L117), two settling pools
(L122, L169; Fig. 5), one of them with a deep, rectangular sump (L130; Fig. 6), and a reservoir
(L123, 132, L168). The walls of the well were coated with a thick layer of plaster, in which two
vertical grooves with a triangular section were formed (Fig. 3); these served as tracks for the
sagqiye jars. The building stones of two arches that were built over the well had collapsed into the

well (Fig. 4). They supported a dome-like roof, in which two openings for the sagiye-jar chains
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were set. The walls of the reservoir (Fig. 7) were plastered, and its floor was paved with mosaic;
several steps led into it (Fig. 8). The water flowed out of the reservoir through a clay pipe (A)
that led into a small installation (L166; see Fig. 7), and from there was carried via a channel
(L171) to the nearby fields. Pipe B may have been installed at this phase as well. A sub-phase
of repairs can be discerned in the reservoir (Fig. 9). Phase II is dated to the fifth or early sixth
century CE (Fig. 15); early ceramic finds (Fig. 14) were found in constructive fills comprising
soil brought from the Tell.

Phases III and IV represent a series of repairs. In Phase 111, dated to the sixth—seventh centuries
CE (Fig. 16), the partition wall between the two settling pools was torn down, the floors of both
this pool and the reservoir were raised and a new pipe (C) was installed; the new reservoir floor
was made of plaster (Figs. 10). In Phase 1V, dated to the seventh-ninth centuries CE (Figs.
17-19), a new settling pool (L146) was built, plaster repairs were made in the reservoir (Fig. 11)
and Pipe C was blocked.

The finds comprise pottery (Figs. 13—19), including sagiye jars (Figs. 16:10, 11; 17:10, 11;
18:10, 11; and possibly 17:9 as well); coins dating from the second or third century to the late
ninth century CE; a round stone installation (Fig. 12) and an olynthian grinding stone, both in
secondary use; nails, possibly from the wooden parts of the sagiye installation; tesserae and
fragments of opus sectile slate tiles; and chunks of raw glass, possibly from a nearby glass

workshop.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Sagiye installation, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Remains of the Phase I installation, looking southwest.
Fig. 3. Plastered groove in the well’s wall, looking west.
Fig. 4. The collapsed arch stones in the well, looking east.

Fig.

3
4
Fig. 5. The settling pools, looking south.
6. Settling pit 130 in the western settling pool (L122), looking west.
7

Fig. 7. The reservoir, looking east.

Fig. 8. The steps and the mosaic floor in the southeast corner of the reservoir, looking southeast.
Fig. 9. Repairs in W106, looking west.

Fig. 10. The Phase IlII reservoir, looking east.

Fig. 11. Repairs in the reservoir’s floor and in W104, looking cast.

Fig. 12. Round stone installation, looking west.
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13. Pottery from Phase I.

14. Ex-situ early pottery from Phase II.

15. Pottery from Phase II.

16. Pottery from Phase III.

17. Pottery from Phase IV (the fill in Settling Pool 122).
18. Pottery from Phase I'V.

19. Pottery from Phase I'V.
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