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KHIRBAT EL-M1zrRATH: A FARMHOUOSE-FORTRESS FROM THE LATE HELLENISTIC
AND EARLY RoMAN PERIODS

MicHAEL CoHEN, DINA AVSHALOM-GORNI AND LEEA PORAT

Khirbat el-Mizrath is located in the Western Galilee, on Ha-Sulam ridge (Sulam Zor; Tyrian
Ladder), approximately 1 km east of Kibbutz Hanita and east of Khirbat ‘Ein Hur (map ref.
NIG 217843-915/776603-648, OIG 167843-915/276603—648; Fig. 1). The site is located on a
prominent hill (Fig. 2) bounded on its eastern and southern sides by the rocky ravines of Nahal
Namer, which provide a natural and impenetrable barrier.

Salvage excavations in 2001 revealed a square stone building founded on the bedrock
(approximately 1,600 sq m; Plan 1); surviving wall and floor sections from different-sized
rooms were found preserved around a central paved courtyard (Figs. 3-6).

The pottery vessels consisted of finds from the late Hellenistic period (Fig. 7:1-6) and the
Early Roman period, up to the end of the second century CE (Fig. 7:7-21). The late Hellenistic
assemblage can be defined as Phoenician, whereas the Early Roman pottery vessels were both
imported and local. The latter consisted of both Phoenician-type pottery and jars and cooking
ware that are similar to those manufactured at the Jewish settlements of Kefar Hananya and
Shihin (Fig. 8). These finds seem to indicate that the site was populated by Phoenicians who
traded with Jews living in the vicinity.

The building may be identified as a farmhouse, similar to others found in the central Upper
Galilee and dated to the early Roman period. However, it may also be identified as a fort, similar
to two forts found in the Menashe hills. The latter identification is corroborated by the location
of the building in steep terrain near the ridge top, approachable only from the north and west,
and by its commanding view of the ‘Akko Valley and the nearby boundary between the ‘Akko
and Tyre regions, which also marked the boundary between the provinces of Phoenicia and

Palestine. This farmhouse-fort seems to have belonged to the territory of Tyre.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Excavation area, looking northeast.

Plan 1. The building.

Fig. 3. Junction between Walls 15, 16 and 39, looking west.
Fig. 4. Room 3, looking west.
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Fig. 5. Room 3, looking south.
Fig. 6. Room 3, looking west.
Fig. 7. Pottery vessels.

Fig. 8. Distribution of Roman-period pottery vessels.



