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TaE FAUNAL REMAINS FROM TEL SHIMRON WEST

NuHA AGHA

The excavation directed by Y. Alexander at Tel Shimron West yielded an assemblage comprising 585 fragments
of animal remains over 4 mm in length, including bones, teeth and horns. The entire assemblage was examined,
although only about a quarter of the finds were processed; these came from loci attributed to Middle Bronze Age
I, Squares 7-8 (L105, L106, L118, L119, L136, L141) and from all the loci dated to the Intermediate Bronze
Age (L125, L133, L135 in Squares 9-10; L134, L138, Squares 1-2) and to the late Pottery Neolithic period
(Wadi Rabah culture; L148A, L149, Square 5). A total of 347 remains were identified (about 60 percent of the
assemblage) according to taxon or size group. The remains included 303 bones from the Middle Bronze Age, 37
bones from the Intermediate Bronze Age and seven bones from the late Pottery Neolithic period. The bones were
not uniformly preserved.

The late Pottery Neolithic period remains loci include a foot bones of cattle and a broken tibia of a medium-
sized animal. The Intermediate Bronze Age faunal remains consist entirely of farm livestock: 18 cattle bones,
seven bones of a large-sized animal, eight pig bones, three sheep/goat bones, a sheep bone and four bones of a
medium-sized animal. The cut marks included two marks indicative of skinning and two dismemberment marks.
A cleaver blow was also detected on the limb bone of a large-sized animal.

The Middle Bronze Age assemblage consists of 303 bones (Table 1) and includes predominantly farm livestock,
mainly sheep/goat, cattle and pig—in order of prevalence. The breakdown of the skeletal parts according to
species in the assemblage (Table 2) shows that it included fragments of limb bones, which are rich in meat,
alongside relatively meatless cuts, with a similar breakdown of skeletal parts among all the main farm animals.
The species in the assemblage and the demographic profile of the sheep/goat and cattle—mature animals were
predominant—attest to intensive farming alongside the manufacture of secondary animal products, such as milk
and wool, and probably to the supplying of young animals to urban centers. The assemblage also indicates that

different species of bone were used to make tools.



