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JERUSALEM, RAS EL-*AMUD: POTTERY

Liora FREUD

Two pottery assemblages were examined from the excavation at Ras el-‘Amud (see Adawi 2019): from
the cistern and from the columbarium. The assemblage from the cistern is large and varied. Most of the
potsherds were retrieved from Accumulations 105, which also included burnt organic matter, and 107—
the two bottom layers of accumulation inside the cistern. Pottery from the end of the Iron Age (Figs.
1-3), which makes up the bulk of the assemblage, came from the lower part of Accumulation 105 and
Accumulation 107, below it. The most common vessels are holemouth jars (c. 50 rims); jugs (c. 20 rims),
most of which have a trefoil rim; bowls (c. 30 rims), generally with a folded-out rim. Also found were
a few bag-shaped jars and cooking pots. These types resemble those found in the 586 BCE destruction
strata in Jerusalem’s City of David (Stratum 10), at ‘En Gedi (Stratum V) and at Ramat Rahel (Stratum
V). Although the ceramic assemblage from the cistern includes several potsherds from the late eighth and
first half of the seventh century BCE (see Figs. 2:10; 3:2; 3:5), the Iron Age assemblage should probably
be dated to the late seventh and early sixth centuries BCE. A few potsherds from the early Persian period
(Fig. 4) were also discovered, mostly in the upper part of Accumulation 105 and above it.

The columbarium yielded a limited, mixed assemblage. Like the assemblage from the cistern, most of
the vessels date from the end of the Iron Age. These include fragments of holemouth jars (such as those in
Fig. 3:1, 3, 4); a casserole and bowls with folded-out rims and decorated with a pinkish wash and burnish
(such as those in Fig. 1:6, 7); and cooking pots without a neck (such as those in Fig. 1:8, 9). A Persian-

period bowl and tabun material were also recovered from the columbarium.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Late Iron Age pottery: tableware and cooking ware.

Fig. 2. Late Iron Age pottery: storage vessels and a stand/chalice.
Fig. 3. Late Iron Age pottery: holemouth jars and a pithos.

Fig. 4. Persian pottery.
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