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RaMLA, MORDECHAI HA-YEHUDI STREET

HaGIT TORGE

A salvage excavation was conducted in January—February 2005 on Mordechai Ha-Yehudi Street in Ramla, along
the planned route of an Israel Railways Authority railroad track (map ref. 18800—4/64885-900; Fig. 1). Several
excavations previously carried out nearby unearthed the remains of dwellings and of domestic and industrial
installations, indicating that this area of Ramla was both residential and industrial during the Early Islamic period.
Thirteen excavation squares were opened in two areas (A, B; Plan 1). Surface finds from the site consisted of a
mixture of potsherds dating from the Umayyad to the Mamluk periods, along with modern construction debris.
Four layers (4-1) were identified in each of the excavation areas, but the remains could not be linked into strata;
furthermore, not all the layers were found in all of the squares; the remains date between the eighth and the
eleventh centuries CE. The distance between the squares, the dissimilarity in the finds they contained and a
chronological gap between the earliest occupation levels in the two areas preclude any cohesive description of the
remains. The small finds discussed in the article include those from trial probes dug prior to the excavation itself.

Five squares (A1-AS; Plan 2; Figs. 2, 4) were excavated in Area A. The remains consisted mainly of plaster
floors and wall stumps. Eight squares (B1-B8; Plans 3, 4) were excavated in Area B. This area also yielded
floors and wall sections (Fig. 10), but the remains in Squares B4, B5, and B7 were better preserved and included
a plastered installation (L111; Fig. 7), another installation (W22, L192), cesspits (L187, L216, L217), a white
mosaic floor (L114) and fieldstone-built walls comprising the corners of two buildings (dwellings?) with abutting
plaster floors (Square B7; Fig. 8). As some of the floors were laid at similar elevations, it seems that they belonged
to either a large residential building or several contemporary dwellings. The installations were domestic in nature.

It is difficult to ascertain the precise date of the remains. The pottery finds from the two areas date from the
entire Early Islamic period and represent types that were in use for about three centuries, from the second half
of the eighth century to the eleventh century CE. However, Umayyad vessels from the first half of the eighth
century CE (Fig. 3) were found beneath the Layer 3 floors in Area A alongside vessels from the Abbasid period
that first appear in the second half of the eighth century CE. This suggests that Layer 3 in Area A—the earliest
layer in four out of the five squares in this area—was founded in the second half of the eighth century CE or early
in the ninth century CE. The foundation of Layer 4 (Fig. 6) in Area B was dated by the latest finds from the soil
fills beneath the floors (Fig. 9): two bowls (Fig. 9:2, 4) and a frying pan (Fig. 9:6) from the Fatimid period. The
celadon bowl found on a Layer 2 floor in this area (Fig. 12:1) shows that Layers 3 (Fig. 11) and 2 existed until
the eleventh century CE. The finds from Layer 1 in both areas (Figs. 5, 13) can be attributed to the entire length
of the Early Islamic period, and thus do not provide a precise date. Nevertheless, the absence of pottery vessels

from the Crusader period dates the end of Layer 1 to the eleventh century CE.
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We may conclude, therefore, that there were two separate compounds at the site. The construction in Area
A began in the Abbasid period, whereas the construction in Area B should be dated to the Fatimid period. The
excavation uncovered no evidence of the earthquakes that struck the city in the eleventh century CE. Despite the

lack of tangible evidence, however, the various layers identified in Area B may well be related to these events.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. General plan.

Fig. 2. Square A3, Floor 165 with the remains of a tabun on it, looking southeast.
Plan 2. Area A, plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Finds from a fill and from the sand beneath the Layer 3 floors in Area A.
Fig. 4. Square A5, looking east.

Fig. 5. Layer 1 finds from Area A.

Plan 3. Area B, Squares B1-B4, plan and sections.

Plan 4. Area B, Squares B5-B8, plan and section.

Fig. 6. Pottery finds from Layer 4 floors in Area B.

Fig. 7. Square B4, Installation 111 and the adjacent building remains, looking northeast.
Fig. 8. Square B7, looking northeast.

Fig. 9. Finds from fills and from the sand beneath the Layer 4 floors in Area B.
Fig. 10. Square BS, Floor 185, in situ zir jars, looking northeast.

Fig. 11. Finds from Floor 185 in Layer 3, Area B.

Fig. 12. Finds from Floor 181 in Layer 2, Area B.

Fig. 13. Finds from Floor 184 in Layer 1, Area B.



