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RAMLA, TRAIN STATION: COINS

ROBERT KOOL

A salvage excavation along the planned train station on the northern outskirts of Ramla (see Haddad
2018) uncovered 37 coins, of which 18 were identified;! all the coins are bronze, unless otherwise noted.
Stratigraphy, ceramics and other finds confirm the existence of three main periods of occupation: Stratum
III from the Early Islamic period (eighth—eleventh centuries CE); Stratum II from the Mamluk period; and
Stratum I from the Ottoman period. These conclusions are borne out by the coin finds, as they neatly fit
the proposed stratigraphy and dating.

The earliest coin finds consist of two Umayyad-period copper fulus (Nos. 1, 2). No. 1 bears the typical
radial design of the local al-Ramla mint, dated to the first decade of the eighth century CE (c. AH 90/708
CE). No. 2 is the typical palm-tree/crescent type, dated to the AH 120s/late 730s CE. Both coins were
found in the Stratum III levels in area A along with massive amounts of Early Islamic pottery. To this
phase also belong three scarcely readable Abbasid copper fulus (Nos. 3-5). Nos. 3 and 4 were found in a
general Stratum III context in area A, whereas No. 5 came from a more precise context: an earth fill under
a wall in area E, along with Early Islamic ceramics. A fourth Abbasid copper fulus (No. 6) came from a
mixed fill in Area D1.

Seven coins come from the Mamluk Stratum at the site. An Ayyubid-period fals (No. 7) was found
along with a Mamluk copper from the reign of al-Nasir Muhammad Nasir al-Din (1310-1341 CE; No. 8)
in what seems to be an early Mamluk (Phase 1Ib) context: collapsed stones near the courtyard of a large
structure comprising several rooms in Area A. From debris in a later Mamluk phase (Ila) in Area A came
another fourteenth-century fals (No. 13). Three additional Mamluk-period coppers came from fills in
Area B (Nos. 10—12); one of them was found above an installation (No. 11). Finally, a copper from the
reign of al-Ashraf Sha‘ban II (No. 9) was found with typical Mamluk-period ware in Area C.

The latest phase of occupation at the site, in the Ottoman period, discerned in Area A only, yielded four
copper Manghir, all dated to the short reign of the Ottoman caliph Muhammad III (AH 1003—-1012/1595-
1603 CE; Nos. 14—17) and minted in Cairo. All four coins came mostly from fills.
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RAMLA, TRAIN STATION
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NOTE

! The coins were cleaned in the IAA laboratory under the direction of Lena Kuperschmidt and photographed by Clara Amit
of the IAA. Dafhah Strauss edited the article.
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