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Introduction
In February–April 2014, salvage excavations were conducted north of the neighborhood of Nahal ‘Ashan
(Newe Menahem B) in the northwestern part of Be’er Sheva‘, prior to development and construction
(map ref. 176–8/575–6; Fig. 1).1 The area—characterized by low limestone and loess hills—is delimited
on the south by Nahal Koveshim. Many small tributaries of this stream, as well as of Nahal Solelim,
which runs further south, and of Nahal ‘Ashan to the west, cut through the area.

Fig. 1. Location map.
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Fig. 2. Satellite view of the excavated areas, looking north.

Four excavation areas, spread over 2.5 km (A–D; Figs. 1, 2), were opened: a small hamlet, comprising
buildings and adjacent agricultural fields from the late Ottoman period, was found in Area A; two
structures from the late Ottoman period and the early years of the British Mandate were unearthed in Area
B; a farmstead with two construction phases, both dating from the late Byzantine period, was revealed in
Area C; and another late Byzantine farmstead was discovered in Area D. Due to the considerable distance
between the areas, it is clear that each area belongs to a different site. Therefore, the architectural remains
and finds are described by area. In addition, five cisterns were documented. As these cisterns were not
necessarily contemporaneous with the nearest architectural remains, they will be described separately.
The excavated remains were first noted and documented during a survey along the route of the National
Gas Pipeline (Haiman and Barda 2006). More recently, an Early Islamic farmstead, situated c. 30 m north
of Area D, was excavated (Eisenberg-Degen and Kobrin 2016).
Area A (Fig. 3)
This easternmost excavation area yielded an isolated building (A1) on the northern bank of Nahal
Koveshim and a small hamlet comprising three buildings (A2–A4) with adjacent, terraced agricultural
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Fig. 3. Area A, aerial view looking north.

plots and hewn installations that extend to the east of the buildings. The hamlet is located along a narrow
basin (15 m wide) that cuts through a limestone hill and drains a plateau that extends to its north and west.
The basin empties southward, toward Nahal Koveshim.
Building A1 (Pl a n 1; Fig. 4)
This is a rectangular structure built on a flat area at the southern edge of the plateau, c. 25 m north of
Nahal Koveshim. Its walls (W10001–W10004) were constructed of hewn qirton and limestone blocks.
An opening (width 1.3 m) was set in the northern part of the eastern wall (W10003). To the south of the
threshold is a door socket—a cupmark hewn in a broken qirton block. The floor within the building was
made of beaten earth (L104), and was almost entirely devoid of finds. Ash remains were found within the
structure, probably from recent reuse.
A field wall (W10027) built of a single course of fieldstones on a flat area along a north–south axis was
excavated north of the Building A1.
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Plan 1. Building A1.
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Fig. 4. Building A1, looking northwest.

The Hamlet (Pl a n 2)
The hamlet comprises three buildings (A2–A4) and four terraces to their east. The terraces, descending
from north to south, were separated by four walls (W10005, W10008, W10017, W10021; 0.5 m wide)
running along an east–west axis and constructed of fieldstones of various sizes. Buildings A2 and A3 had
adjacent agricultural plots extending to their east. South of Building 2, a third plot extended along the
whole lower terrace. The plots were enclosed by walls built along a north–south axis. The area to the east
of Building A4 has a strong southern incline, making it less suitable for agriculture.
Of the three buildings, only A2 and A3 were excavated. Building A4 was partially visible north of
the designated excavation area, and was thus only documented (see Plan 2). Building A2 includes two
rectangular rooms (L106, L118; Figs. 5, 6). The opening was set in the eastern wall (W10009), so that the
inner room (L118) had to be accessed through the outer, eastern room (L106), which faced the terrace.
The rooms had beaten-earth floors bearing remains of ash. The floors were constructed on virgin soil
(L110, L120).
Building A3 seems to have been divided into at least four rooms, which were set in two rows. Only
the southwestern room (L119) was excavated. Its western wall (W10011)—constructed of small stones
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Plan 2. Area A, the hamlet.
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Fig. 5. Building A2, looking northeast.

Fig. 6. Building A2, looking southwest.
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Fig. 7. Building A3, Room 119, looking west.

bonded with mud plaster (Fig. 7)—runs along a low, rocky ridge that delimits the drainage basin on the
west. The eastern slope of the ridge was hewn to form a vertical face, against which W10011 was built. It
is plausible that the material removed while straightening the slope was later utilized as building material.
Set within the upper part of W10011 was a shelf with a cement base (length 1 m, width 0.4 m), and along
its southern half, a bench (length 1 m, width 0.45 m) was constructed of small stones and mud plaster (Fig.
7). The other walls of the building were constructed of hewn qirton blocks. The opening to Room 119 was
set in its eastern wall (W10015), near its southern end. A beaten-earth floor, containing remains of ash,
was exposed in the room. A metal bar was found protruding from the floor near W10015.
East of the terraces are several hewn installations. These include a cave (not excavated; near W10023),
an incomplete cistern (L117; diam. c. 2 m) hewn into a sloping qirton surface delimited by two walls
(W10018, W10029) and a hewn cistern to the northeast of the terraces (Cistern A, see below).
Finds
Gaza Ware sherds were recovered from Area A. Cups (Fig. 8:1–3), bowls (Fig. 8:4–19) and jugs (Fig.
8:20–24) make up the bulk of the finds. The bowls include a wide variety of sizes and rim shapes, and
some have combed decorations. The jugs follow standard forms with few variations. These include jaara
(Fig. 8:20), biriq (Fig. 8:21) and asslyia (Fig. 8:22, 23; Israel 2006:120–122, 138–140) types. In addition,
one jug with a flat shelf rim (Fig. 4:24) was found. The ceramic finds date the hamlet to the late Ottoman
period. Additional finds were numerous non-diagnostic glass fragments (not drawn) collected from the
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Fig. 8. Pottery from Area A.
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No.

Vessel

Locus

Basket

No.

Vessel

Locus

Basket

1

Cup

119

1046-6

13

Bowl

119

1064-3

2

Cup

116

1046-8

14

Bowl

121

1074-1

3

Cup

119

1064-2

15

Bowl

107

1004-1

4

Bowl

112

1041-6

16

Bowl

119

1064-1

5

Bowl

107

1020-2

17

Bowl

118

1076-1

6

Bowl

117

1052-2

18

Bowl

112

1046-2

7

Bowl

107

1020-5

19

Bowl

114

1048-1

8

Bowl

114

1050-3

20

Jug

119

1073-2

9

Bowl

119

1073-3

21

Jug

114

1044-3

10

Bowl

107

1020-14

22

Jug

117

1052-1

11

Bowl

114

1044-1

23

Jug

114

1050-4

12

Bowl

114

1048-2

24

Jug

119

1064-4

Fig. 9. A beachrock millstone from Area A (surface find).

Fig. 10. Metal artifacts from Area A.
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terraces; a millstone fragment (Fig. 9) made of beachrock found on the surface; metal items, including
agricultural tools for tilling the fields and several bars (Fig. 10); and ammunition, mostly from World War
I (see Peretz 2017: Fig. 1:1–8, 11, 12).
Area B (Pl a n 3)
Area B revealed two buildings (B1, B2) and two cisterns (B1, B2, see below). A saj—an iron baking
sheet—was found between the two structures.

Plan 3. Area B.
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Building B1 (Pl a n 4; Fig. 11)
This is a rectangular building comprising three rooms along a north–south axis. The structure was built
on a surface descending to the south; the difference between the north and south surface levels outside
the structure is 1.1 m. To accommodate for this difference in elevation, the structure was built partially
into the ground, and the rooms were terraced. Two technical phases of construction were identified in the

Plan 4. Building B1 and Cistern B1.
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Fig. 11. Building B1, looking southwest.

building. The southern room (W20001, W20005, W20006) was built first, as evident by the high quality of
construction and of building stones used in its walls: an outer face of hewn qirton blocks and an inner face
of small fieldstones. Once the builders ran out of these stones—most probably in secondary use and taken
from the remains of the nearby late Byzantine farmsteads (Areas C and D, see below)—they constructed
the rest of the building (W20000, W20002, W20003) with unworked fieldstones, using broken qirton
blocks for an inner face. Since only a few collapsed building stones were found, the full height of the
walls—both the outer ones and the inner, partition walls (W2004, W20007, W20008)—remains unclear.
The building was entered through an opening (width 1.3 m) in the center of the eastern wall (W20002,
W20005); hewn qirton blocks served as door posts. This entrance opened into a narrow hall, which led to
the southern and central rooms. The opening to the southern room (width 0.8 m) was set between Walls
20008 and 20005. A small qirton block beside W20005 served as a door socket. The living surface of
the southern room consisted of packed earth (L211) with ash concentrations. Remains of three rounded
hearth depressions (L212, L215, L216; diam. 0.15–0.50 m, depth 5–15 cm) were found dug into the living
surface; they do not include a stone base or any other feature. Several metal scraps (B2025) found slightly
above the packed-earth living surface may have formed part of the room’s roofing. Though there is a
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0.4 m difference between the living surface in the southern room and the entrance hall, no constructed
steps were found leading down to the room. As the base of W20004 was set at the elevation of the hallway,
it does not reach down to the living surface in the southern room.
No floor or living surface was reached in the central room. No clear opening was identified in W20007,
and so it remains unclear how the northern room was entered. The northern room is the largest of the
structure. An uneven earth-packed living surface (L207) contained the remains of two hearths in its
northern part (L206—diam. 0.6 m; L208—diam. 0.43 m). Layers of ash (thickness 3–6 cm) were found
in both hearths. The base of Hearth 206 was lined with small fieldstones. Between this stone base and the
ash layer was a sediment fill (thickness 0.37 m), suggesting that the hearth was not used continuously,
although the users had a clear memory of the original location of the hearth.
Building B1 revealed a small fragment of a silver bracelet dated to the first half of the twentieth century
(L209, B2010; Lester 2017).
Building B2 (Pl a n 5; Fig. 12)
This square, single-room structure was located on a hilltop. The opening (width 0.7 m) was set in the
eastern wall (W20009). A living surface—a beaten-earth layer (L204)—was found inside the structure. A
brass coffee pot from the late Ottoman period and early years of the British Mandate was found inside the
structure, near the northern wall (L204, B2035; Lester 2017).

Fig. 12. Building B2, looking southwest.
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Plan 5. Building B2.

Finds
Gaza Ware sherds recovered from Area B comprised mostly jugs and a slightly smaller number of bowls
and cups—all of the same types as those found in Area A, and therefore they were not drawn. The ceramic
finds, the coffee pot and the bracelet fragment date the two structures in Area B to the late Ottoman period
and the early years of the British Mandate. Also found in this area were two cartridge cases from the 1948
War (see Peretz 2017: Fig. 1:9, 10).
Area C (Plan 6; Fig. 13)
Area C yielded the remains of a farmstead with two discernable strata (II, I). Two activity areas (C1,
C2) were attributed to Stratum II; Stratum I comprised additional walls. A cistern (C, see below) was
discovered in the western part of the area.
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Plan 6. Area C.
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Fig. 13. Aerial view of Area C, looking southwest.

Stratum II
Activity Area C1

The northern and eastern parts of the area yielded an irregularly shaped semi-subterranean structure which
served as an activity area (C1; Fig. 14). It was dug into the compact loess, which is dotted with white
concentrations of calcite (Fig. 15, note white dots on the wall to the right), and the loess faces of the
delimiting walls were lined with mud and mudbrick material; the beaten earth served as a floor over
most of its area. Two passageways, from the south and the west, led into Activity Area C1. The southern
passageway, delimited by two stone-built walls (W30009, W30010) was not excavated. The western
passageway (L335) had a beaten-earth floor. It was narrow and was flanked by two stone-built walls
(W30005, W30008); Wall 30005 curved southward at its western end. Two qirton blocks (height 0.5 m)
set at the eastern ends of the two walls served as doorposts. Stones and mudbrick material were found
nearby, suggesting that mudbrick steps led down from the passageway into the semi-subterranean activity
area, 1.5 m below. The passageway extended beyond the doorposts (L341; length 6.3 m), before it opened
onto the activity area. This section of the passageway descended gently eastward and had mudbricks for
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Fig. 14. Activity Area C1, looking west.

Fig. 15. The western end of Activity Area C1, looking west.

a floor. The activity area lacked pillars or other means of supporting a roof, and thus seems to have been
either entirely unroofed or covered with a light construction.
Three recesses (L347–L349; Fig. 16) were set into the external walls of Activity Area C1. Several
stratified layers were observed in the fill in Recess 348 (not excavated). However, Recess 347 (0.50 ×
0.95 × 1.50 m; Fig. 17) was filled with loess with no stratified layers, suggesting that it went out of use
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Fig. 16. Recesses 347 and 348 in Activity Area C1, looking east.

Fig. 17. Recess 347 in Activity Area C1, looking southeast.

earlier than the activity area. The bases of all three recesses were at waist height (0.68 m above the floor
level) and were therefore comfortable to use. Unlike the other two recesses, Recess 349 (width 2 m;
not excavated) had no defined ceiling, and may have been left unroofed. The material filling the cavity
included broken mud-brick chunks and cooking-ware sherds. In a fill (L342) adjacent to Recess 349,
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Fig. 18. Installation 346 in Activity Area C1, looking southwest.

two stone artifacts were recovered: the lower part of a basalt flour mill (see Fig. 22:3) and a shallow
rectangular limestone basin, possibly a simple oil press (see Fig. 22:4).
In the southern wall of the western passageway (L341), an additional, small passage continued to the
south, ending in a tabun (L345). The floor level of the passage was 0.44 m higher than the floor of
the activity area. This passage was only partially excavated, and its walls were not exposed. A second
installation was set along the external wall: a semi-circular recess (L346; 0.68 × 0.90 × 2.00 m; Fig. 18)
dug in the loess soil and lined with unworked fieldstones; within it was mud-brick material. The base of
the recess is 0.59 m higher than the floor level of Activity Area C1.
The ceramic finds from the activity area consisted almost entirely of jars and cooking ware (see Fig.
21). These vessels, as well as the cooking ware from Recess 349, the flour-grinding stone and simple oil
press found in Fill 340 and Tabun 345, all point to food preparation and suggest that the area was used as
a local, self-sustaining production center.
Activity Area C2

Three wide walls (W30000, W30001, W30006; Figs. 19, 20) delineated a second activity area (C2) with
a beaten-earth living surface (L316). The southwestern end of W30006 was preserved to a single course
of rather large limestone rocks, and its eastern part was built in a straight line of six courses of pebbles
bonded with mud-plaster. The western end of this wall curves to the south, in a similar manner as W30005
in Activity Area C1.
It is unclear whether this activity area was fully enclosed by walls or delimited in any other way. Such
a wall may have not survived; another possibility is that the partially preserved walls originally continued
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Fig. 19. Aerial view of Activity Area C2, looking northeast.

Fig. 20. Activity Area C2, looking southwest.
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and enclosed the area. Likewise, the connection between Activity Areas C1 and C2 is unclear. Six courses
of collapsed mudbricks (L330) were found between the two activity areas, but it is unclear from which
construction these originated.
Stratum I
Following partial accumulation of sediment (thickness 0.55 m) over the remains of Stratum II in Activity
Area C2, a new structure was built; three of its walls (W30003, W30004, W30007) were unearthed (Figs.
19, 20). They were built in part on the accumulated sediment, and in part incorporated wall tops from
Stratum II. Wall 30004 was built parallel to W30001, forming a wind-protected area (L312; width 1 m),
where a hearth was set on the exposed top course of W30006 (Fig. 20). Wall 30003 was built on top of
W30006, though in a slightly different direction. It is unclear whether Activity Area C1 of Stratum II
continued to be in use in Stratum I.
Pottery (Fig. 21)
The ceramic finds from both strata of the farmstead in Area C date from the late Byzantine period. In both
strata, the storage jars accounted for over 50% of all recovered sherds. Only a few sherds of serving ware
were recovered; these included cups (Fig. 21:1, 2), buff ware bowls (Fig. 21:3, 4), Late Roman D bowls
(Fig. 21:5, 6; Hayes 1972:382) and a basin (Fig. 21:7). The assemblage also includes a single inkwell

Fig. 214
No.

Vessel

Locus

Basket

No.

Vessel

Locus

Basket

1

Bowl

323

3059-1

17

Bag-shaped storage jar

304

3004-2

2

Bowl

339

3101-1

18

Bag-shaped storage jar

335

3090-1

3

Bowl

305

3010-1

19

Bag-shaped storage jar

304

3009-12

4

Bowl

315

3056-3

20

Bag-shaped storage jar

306

3064

5

Bowl

301

3001-1

21

Bag-shaped storage jar

304

3004-1

6

Bowl

319

3044

22

Bag-shaped storage jar

300

3007-1

7

Basin

313

3082-1

23

Bag-shaped storage jar

315

3056-1

8

Inkwell

303

3009-1

24

Bag-shaped storage jar

304

3009-2

9

Cooking jug

321

3053-1

25

Gaza Jar

319

3044-3

10

Cooking pot

313

3077-1

26

Gaza Jar

310

3060-7

11

Cooking pot

304

3009-3

27

Gaza Jar

310

3060-6

12

Casserole

323

3059-1

28

Amphora

313

3029-1

13

Casserole

326

3067-1

29

Amphora

304

3009-4

14

Lid

304

3009-18

30

Amphora

303

3008-1

15

Frying pan

304

3009-3

31

Strainer

320

3049-1

16

Bag-shaped storage jar

310

3055-2

32

Strainer

306

3011-1
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Fig. 21. Pottery from Area C.
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(Fig. 21:8). The cooking ware includes cooking pots (Fig. 21:9–11), cooking casseroles of different sizes
(Fig. 21:12, 13), lids (Fig. 21:14) and handles belonging to frying pans (Fig. 21:15). Three main types of
storage vessels were recovered: bag-shaped storage jars (Fig. 21:16–24), Gaza jars (Fig. 21:25–27) and
amphorae (Fig. 21:28–30). Within the amphorae group, the Yassi Ada type predominates (Fig. 21:29,
30). Several broken Yassi Ada amphorae were found associated with Hearth 312 of Stratum I. The upper
section of these vessels had soot remains, suggesting that they served as stands or bellows. Other vessels
(Fig. 21:31, 32) have pierced holes that were made prior to their firing, and are possibly related to straining
liquids.
Stone Artifacts (Fig. 22)
Four stone artifacts were recovered from Area C. One, attributed to Stratum I, is a broken, square limestone
item (Fig. 22:1), perhaps part of a hopper-rubber mill. It has a narrow foot and an asymmetrical, flat
working-surface socket in its upper part. Similar stone artifacts were found placed at the entrances to the
Byzantine structure excavated along Yehoshua Hankin Street in Be’er Sheva‘ (Talis 2015).
The other three stone artifacts (Fig. 22:2–4) were recovered from the fill in Activity Area C1 (Stratum
II). One artifact (Fig. 22:2) is a fragment of a rounded, basalt lower grinding stone (diam. 0.5 m) with
a stepped profile. Another is a conical-shaped basalt stone (Fig. 22:3)—the lower part of a Pompeiantype grinding stone, also known as a ‘donkey mill’ or ‘hourglass mill’. The third find (Fig. 22:4) is a
rectangular limestone block with an erect rim surrounding a flat working surface. Within the working
surface is a shallow, rounded depression, which is set off-center. A rounded hole was set in the rim near
one of the corners. This artifact may be a simple oil press (bodeda).
Area D (Plan 7; Fig. 23)
A farmstead consisting of an open courtyard (L414) and a structure (L407; Fig. 24) was discovered in
Area D. The construction of a modern road over the northern part of the remains caused severe damage
to the farmstead, leaving only the southwestern section of Structure 407 undamaged (W40003, W40000).
The walls of both the structure and the courtyard walls were built of two rows of fieldstones. A beatenearth floor was found in the structure. Two short walls (W40001, W40002; each c. 1 m long) were
constructed perpendicular to W40003, abutting it. Two hearths were found within the structure (L409,
L410), scorching the beaten-earth floor. Remains of soot from Hearth 410 were found on the northern
face of W40001, indicating that this was a short partition wall. A single installation (L411; Fig. 25) was
built in Courtyard 414, adjacent and parallel to W40003. Five worked flint artifacts were recovered from
within this installation (B4017; Oron, below). A water cistern (Cistern D, see below) was discovered c.
40 m southwest of the farmstead.
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Fig. 22. Stone artifacts from Area C.
No.

Item

Locus

Basket

Material

1

Hopper-rubber millstone?

304

3050

Limestone

2

Grinding stone

335

3099-1

Basalt

3

Donkey millstone

342

3109-2

Basalt

4

Simple oil press?

342

3109-1

Limestone
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Plan 7. Area D.
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Fig. 23. Aerial view of Structure 407 and Courtyard 414 in
Area D, looking south.

Fig. 24. Structure 407, looking south.

Fig. 25. Installation 411, looking northwest.
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Fig. 26. Finds from Area D: (1) Cup (L408, B4008-1); (2) beachrock grinding stone (L408, B4013).

Finds (Fig. 26)
The ceramic finds from Area D present the same types and forms as those recovered from Area C, and
date the farmstead to the late Byzantine period. A single Early Islamic sherd was found (Fig. 26:1). It
belongs to a Marble Ware cup, and may be related to the slightly later occupation of a nearby Early
Islamic farmstead (Eisenberg-Degen and Kobrin 2016). The lower part of a beachrock quern (Fig. 16:2)
was found in situ, adjacent to the hearths. The quern has a flat surface with signs of use across the grinding
surface and the rim. The shaping of the obverse is less refined.
Flint Artifacts
Maya Oron
Five worked flint artifacts (not illustrated) were recovered from Installation 411. They are all primary
flakes from an initial nodule opening. One flake has a notch, hence it is an ad-hoc tool. Two items were
refitted and reflect part of a removed cortex from the initial stages of a knapping sequence. They are all
well preserved, and only one is covered with patina. One item was burnt.
It is generally accepted in the research literature that flint exploitation in the southern Levant terminated
at the end of the Iron Age (Rosen 1997:11). When flint artifacts are found in later archaeological contexts,
they are usually understood as intrusive. However, it is known that flint continued to be used throughout
the Middle Ages to light fires (Runnels 1994), in agriculture (Avitzur 1976:28–34), and in the early modern
period, until the nineteenth cnetury, as part of the rifle ignition mechanism. Finds from Byzantine-period
excavations (Kehrberg 1992:464) show that glass and ceramic sherds were sometimes knapped using
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flint-knapping techniques. These finds indicate that flint knapping continued, though less intensively, to
be part of human activity. The refitting of the flint artifacts from Installation 411, their state of preservation
and their archaeological context—all indicate that they were found in situ and were not intrusive. Their
use, however, remains elusive.
Cisterns
Five cisterns (A, B1, B2, C, D) were documented without being excavated. All of the cisterns were exposed
on the surface prior to the excavation. Two cisterns (A, B1) lie near late Ottoman-period structures and
bear evidence of later intervention, such as newly-built channels and cement reinforcement. Cistern B2
does not relate to the structures of Area B nor to those of Area C. It, nevetheless, resembles Cistern B1 in
plan and, like it, was recently reinforced with cement, though both may have originally been constructed
in the late Byzantine period.
Cistern A (see Pl a n 2; Fig. 27)
This is a partially collapsed, roughly bell-shaped cistern (diam. 2.7 m) hewn in the northeastern part of
Area A. It was lined with plaster, and its opening had stones set into cement. The cistern collected run-off

Fig. 27. Cistern A, looking southeast.
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Fig. 28. Cistern B1, looking southwest.

water from the northern plateau. A metal rod placed on the northern part of the cistern’s opening served to
direct runoff water towards the cistern. The cistern was found partially filled with stone debris.
Cistern B1 (see Pl a n 4; Fig. 28)
This is a bell-shaped cistern situated c. 10 m east of Building B1, near a small tributary of Nahal Koveshim.
It was hewn into the loess and lined with fieldstones set into plaster. Four hard limestone blocks were
placed over the round opening of the cistern, forming a rectangular opening (inner dimensions 5.4 × 9.5
m, outer dimensions 1.1 × 1.5 m); these blocks are deeply scarred with rope grooves. A channel (depth
0.15 m) led from the cistern northeast to an elliptical trough (depth 0.4 m). The channel and the trough
were constructed of small fieldstones and cement.
Cistern B2 (Pl a n 8; Fig. 29)
This is a bell-shaped cistern discovered c. 270 m west of Area B. The cistern was dug into the natural loess
and lined with fieldstones set into plaster. The opening was reinforced with a conical-shaped cement ring
built at ground level (0.5 m high; upper, inner diam. 1 m; bottom, outer diam. 1.8 m). A groove (depth 0.2
m) on the northern side of the cement ring facilitated the drawing of water. A channel (depth 0.15 m) led
from the cistern opening to a square trough (depth 0.5 m) to its southwest. A groove (depth 0.1 m) was cut
in the southern corner of the trough.
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Fig. 29. Cistern B2, looking northeast.

Plan 8. Cistern B2.

Cistern C (see Pl a n 6)
This is a bell-shaped cistern, whose upper part had collapsed (opening diam. 3 m). It seems that the
original opening was located c. 0.8 m higher than its present elevation. This cistern was dug into the
natural loess, lined with two rows of mid-sized fieldstones set in gray cement (not seen on plan) and
plastered; most of the plaster was not preserved. At a later stage, possibly during the British Mandate, a
trapezoid-shaped trough (depth 0.6 m) was built adjacent to the cistern; it was constructed of fieldstones
set into cement.

32

Davida Eisenberg-Degen

Cistern D (see Pl a n 7)
This is a partially collapsed, bell-shaped cistern (diam. of current opening 1.6 m), which was dug into
the natural loess c. 35 m southwest of the farmstead in Area D. The cistern was lined with two rows of
mid-sized fieldstones, which were set in gray cement and plastered; most of the plaster was not preserved.
Some of the stones of the upper course are in secondary use.
Conclusions
The excavated areas present four different sites from two major time periods: the late Byzantine period
(areas C and D) and the late Ottoman and British Mandate periods (Areas A and B).
Late Byzantine Period (Areas C, D)

Situated c. 5 km northwest of the urban center of Byzantine Be’er Sheva‘ (Figueras 1980), Areas C and
D revealed late Byzantine farmsteads, indicating that these sites were part of the Byzantine agricultural
hinterland. Based on the ceramic finds, the farmsteads date from the late sixth century CE. These two
farmsteads expand the number of late Byzantine-period farmsteads excavated in the area of Nahal
Koveshim (within a radius of 1.6 km) to six (Permit Nos. G-91/1992, S-528/2014). Two additional
clusters of late Byzantine farmsteads were discovered north of the Byzantine urban center. One, dated
to the late Byzantine–Early Islamic periods, is situated c. 5 km east of the excavation, in the Ramot Nof
neighborhood (Ustinova and Nahshoni 1994). The second is situated in the vicinity of the northern train
station of Be’er Sheva‘ (Sonntag 2012; Israel, Seri and Feder 2013; Permit No. A-6289). Judging by the
dearth of ceramic finds from the Early Islamic period, the farmsteads in this excavation were abandoned
earlier than the other farmsteads. Nevertheless, it is evident that all these farmsteads were part of the welldeveloped horticulture of the late Byzantine period in the Be’er Sheva‘ basin.
The semi-subterranean activity area in Area C (Activity Area C1) is one of a growing number of semisubterranean Byzantine structures unearthed within the boundaries of Byzantine-period Be’er Sheva‘ and
its agricultural hinterland. Within the modern city of Be’er Sheva‘, excavated semi-subterranean cavities
were identified as subterranean storerooms or cavities for household industries (Varga and Nikolsky
2013; Nikolsky 2014; Permit No. A-5896). Israel (1966:3) identified a similar subterranean complex as
rooms and graves. Likewise, excavations along Bet Eshel Street, near the center of the Byzantine-period
city, yielded the remains of deep, subterranean rooms lined with small stones and pebbles (Talis 201:
esp. Fig. 8); initially, the excavator identified these as deep foundations, but she has since concluded
that they served a subterranean structure (Sletvana Talis, pers. comm.). Some subterranean architecture
included considerable masonry with stairs of hewn blocks and arched passages (Israel 1966; Varga and
Nikolsky 2013; Nikolsky 2014). However, in Activity Area C1, only the walls of the passageways were
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built of stones. The variations in construction methods found both within these subterranean areas and
between them may stem from either chronological or functional differences in the Byzantine period. It is
also possible that these differences represent a rural, agricultural farmstead versus a more developed and
prosperous urban center. The farmsteads with subterranean and semi-subterranean spaces date from the
Byzantine period and do not contain any Early Islamic-period finds, indicating that they did not continue
into the Islamic period.
Ottoman and British Mandate Periods (Areas A, B)

Area A revealed a small agricultural settlement from the late Ottoman Period, apparently consisting
of a few nuclear families. The agricultural character of the hamlet is evidenced by the terraced plots,
agricultural tools and a millstone fragment. The location of Building A1 along Nahal Koveshim may
indicate that it had been used as a road station. The dearth of finds suggests that the inhabitants of the
hamlet departed in an organized manner. As pointed out by Peretz (2017), the World War I ammunition
found in Area A and the close proximity of this area to the Gaza–Be’er Sheva‘ Road may indicate that a
small-scale engagement between the British Army and the Ottoman army took place at the site.
The two late Ottoman-period structures in Area B differ in plan, location and finds, probably due to their
different purposes. In accordance with Bedouin tradition and in light of the coffeepot found in Building
B2, it would seem that Building B2 served for the reception of (male) guests, whereas Building B1 served
as a dwelling. It is possible that tents were erected between the two structures, and this is further suggested
by the saj (Ahmed Abu Siam, pers. comm). As in Area A, the limited finds suggest that the inhabitants
of these two buildings departed in an organized manner. Two of the cartridge cases found in Area B were
attributed by Peretz (2017) to the War of 1948, suggesting that this area was on the route of the IDF forces
during its 1948 ‘Operation Yoav’ to conquer the Negev.
Although Areas A and B differ in many ways, the inhabitants shared a similar material culture, as
evident in the Gaza Ware ceramic sherds recovered from both areas. The finds from both areas consist
primarily of jugs with a slightly smaller number of bowls and only a few cups.

NOTE
1

The excavation (Permit No. A-7026), undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the

Ministry of Construction and Housing, was directed by the author, with the assistance of Emil Aladjem and Vladik Lifshits
(area supervisors), Yaser Al-‘Amor and Raed Abu Khalaf (administration), Mark Kunin, Avi Hajian and Vadim Essman
(surveying and drafting), Yaakov Shmidov and Natalya Zak (plans), Carmen Hersch (pottery drawing), Clara Amit (studio
photography), Raisa Vinitsky (metallurgical laboratory), Ayala Lester (metal artifacts), Assaf Peretz (ammunition), Maya
Oron (flint artifacts), Yael Abadi-Reiss (ground stone and scientific guidance) and Daniel Varga (scientific guidance).
Daphna Tuval, Ilana Peters and Dafnah Strauss edited the article.
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