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KEFAR ‘OTNAY AND LEGIO: REMAINS FROM THE ROMAN AND EARLY BYZANTINE PERIODS

Hanaa ABu-‘UQsa

The sites of Kefar ‘Otnay and Legio cover an area west of Megiddo Junction and are separated by Nahal Qeni:
Kefar ‘Otnay lies southwest of the junction, on the Megiddo Police Station Hill, most of which is now within
the modern Megiddo Prison compound; Legio is located on the northwest side of the junction, on the southeast
slopes of the el-Ma’nakh (el-Ma’nah) Hill, where Kibbutz Megiddo lies. Three sites existed side-by-side here
in the Roman and Byzantine periods: The Jewish village of Kefar ‘Otnay, south of Nahal Qeni; a Roman
legionary garrison, after which the site was called Legio, erected on the edge of el-Ma’nakh Hill; and the town
of Maximianopolis next to the Roman garrison, on top of el-Ma’nakh Hill and on its southern and eastern slopes.
Three salvage excavations were conducted at these sites in 2001 (Areas A—C; Fig 1): Area A (map ref. 21810—
1/71980-1) was opened at Kefar ‘Otnay, while Areas B and C were excavated at the site of Legio (map refs. Area
B—21790-1/71990-1; Area C—21810-20/71990-2000).

Three main phases, dating to the Roman and Byzantine periods, were detected in Area A (Plan 1). A rock-hewn
square (L2; floor of a room?) is attributed to the earliest phase; the pottery found on it dates from the fourth—fifth
centuries CE. In the second phase, a pit was hewn (L6; a water cistern?), cutting into the room’s floor; the walls
of the pit/cistern were plastered. Once it had fallen into disuse it was converted into a refuse pit, as is evident
from the many potsherds and other artifacts found in it (Figs. 2—6). The earliest sherds date to the end of the first
century BCE — second century CE, but the bulk of the pottery dates from the third—fourth centuries CE. Meager
structural remains and seventh-century CE potsherds are attributed to the third phase, dated to the Byzantine
period.

Area B was divided into two sub-areas (B1 in the west and B2 in the east) 10 m apart. Additional squares (L1+]
L5; not in plan) were opened c¢. 5 m south of Sub-Area B1. In Sub-Area B1 (Plan 2) three strata were exposed
(Strata I-11I) without the excavation reaching bedrock. Strata I1I yielded sections of two buildings of high-quality
construction consisting of ashlar walls and floors; they may have belonged to the Roman legionary garrison

or to a building erected alongside it. Beneath the floor level of Building 1, a water channel (L30) was exposed
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containing twelve mollusk shells, most of which bore traces of plaster or bonding material, indicating that they
were used in the channel’s construction. A variety of pottery vessels were found in this stratum (Figs. 7:9-13;
9:5-7,9-12, 14, 16; 10:4, 5, 7, 8, 11; 11:4, 5, 10, 11; 12:2, 3), dated mainly to the third—fourth centuries CE. A
terracotta pipe (Fig. 12:4), glass vessels and stone tools (Fig. 13), a first-century CE coin and roof tiles bearing
the stamp of the Sixth Legion Ferrata were also recovered. Renovations had been carried out on Building 2 in
Stratum II. Most of the pottery finds from this stratum (Figs. 7:1-8, 16; 8:4, 6; 9:1, 2, 4, 15; 10:3, 6, 12; 11:1,
2, 6, 9) also date to the third—fourth centuries CE. Also found here were a terra-cotta pipe (Fig. 12:5), a roof
tile bearing the stamp of the Sixth Legion Ferrata, a Trajanic coin, and a limestone altar from the second—third
centuries CE that probably came from an earlier settlement layer. Most of the nineteen mollusk shells found in
this stratum are of edible species. The corner of a plastered pool found in the north corner of the excavation site
was attributed to Stratum 1. Structural remains were exposed in Sub-Area B2 (Plan 3), yet it is not clear to which
of the strata exposed in Sub-Area B1 they should be attributed. Two coins from the second half of the fourth
century CE were found on the floor (L6). Other finds from this area are a bowl (Fig. 8:2), a terra-cotta pipe (Fig.
12:7), and a large concentration of tiles and bricks; one of the bricks bears the stamp of a Roman legion, possibly
the Second Legion 7raiana. No architectural remains were found to the south of Sub-Area B1, but the small finds
are similar and include coins from the third and fourth centuries CE and a tile fragment bearing the stamp of the
Sixth Legion Ferrata.

Area C (Plan 4) yielded the remains of a plastered installation (pool?), which probably dates to the Roman
period (second-third centuries CE). Pottery (Fig. 14:1-7) and glass (Fig. 14:8, 9) finds from the installation are
mixed, dating from the Hellenistic period to the fifth century CE.

The finds from Areas B and C, which include imported ware, bricks and tiles with Roman legionary stamps,
a Roman altar and coins originating from a broad geographical area—all testify to links to countries overseas
and to the predominantly foreign nature of its inhabitants. This reinforces the identification of the site with
the location of the Roman legionary garrison. In contrast, in Area A—where remains are identified with the
Jewish village of Kefar ‘Otnay—most of the pottery is made locally, a well-known phenomenon at other Jewish

settlements of this period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Area A, plan and section.

Fig. 2. Bowls (1, 2), mortaria (3—6) and cooking pots (7-15) from Pit 6, Area A.
Fig. 3. Cooking pots (1-5), jugs (6-8), jars (10—13), and lids (14, 15) from Area A.
Fig. 4. Lamps from Pit 6, Area A.

Fig. 5. Glass vessels (1-5) and a loom weight (6) from Pit 6, Area A.



35

Fig.
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6. Basalt bowl from Pit 6, Area A (Basket 108).

Plan 2. Sub-Area B1, plan and section.
Plan 3. Sub-Area B2.

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

7. Bowls from Area B.

8. Mortaria (1, 2), basin (3) and open cooking pots (4—7) from Area B.

9. Cooking pots (1-8) and jugs (9—16) from Area B.

10. Jars (1-8) and amphorae (9—-12) from Area B.

11. Amphorae (1-5), sagiye jars (6-8), and lids (9—11) from Area B.

12. Lamps (1-4) and pipes (5-7) from Area B.

13. Glass vessels (1, 2), stone tools (3, 4), and a bone tool (5) from Area B.

Plan 4. Area C, plan and section.

Fig.

14. Pottery (1-7) and glass (8, 9) from Area C.



