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HorBaT HANUT: GLASS VESSELS

RutH A. Jackson-TAL

The three burial caves excavated at Horbat Hanut (see Badhi and Ayalon 2018) yielded 54 glass vessels: 16 which
were preserved intact or with complete walls and 38 diagnostic fragments. The vessel types can be subdivided
into two distinct chronological groups—the Early Roman period (mid-first to mid-second centuries CE) and
the Byzantine period (fourth—fifth centuries CE); a few are dated to the sixth century CE. All the vessels are
blown; most are free-blown, and some are mold-blown. The majority of the glass vessels have a greenish or
greenish-blue tinge; a few are made of colorless or yellowish-brown glass, and one vessel has a purplish hue.
The decorative techniques include a pinched handle-like glass band, an applied trail-wound base, an applied
horizontal glass trails, mold-blown ribbing and a thumb-indented ornamentation. Most of the vessels are covered
with silvery lime weathering, and some have iridescent patches and black weathering.

Cave 1 yielded eleven vessels—mostly bowls and a few bottles—of which only one was intact. Most of the
vessels were found in the fill of the main chamber, and the one intact, pear-shaped bottle (Fig. 1:3) came from
Kokh 110, where it may have been found in situ. The majority of vessels date from the Early Roman period (first
century CE), as do the those in Fig. 1, and several date from the Byzantine period.

Cave 2 yielded 22 vessels, of which one is intact, two are complete and 19 are diagnostic fragments. These
included deep bowls (Fig. 2:1-4) with outfolded rims and a ring base similar to those illustrated in Fig. 3:10-14;
bowls with thickened rims (Fig. 2:5, 6); small bowls or beakers (Fig. 2:7-9) with horizontal applied glass trails;
a bowl with an outsplayed wall and a raised trail-wound base (Fig. 3:15); beakers (Fig. 3:16, 17); small pear-
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shaped bottles (Fig. 3:18, 19); candlestick-shaped bottles (Fig. 3:20, 21); and a bottle with a funnel mouth and an
applied glass trail (Fig. 4:22). Most of the bottles date from the Early Roman period (first-second centuries CE);
they were found in the kokhim and in the bone repository. One bottle (Fig. 3:22) is dated to the Byzantine period.
The bowls and beakers are attributed to the Late Roman—early Byzantine periods (third—sixth centuries CE). A
significant concentration of these later vessels was discovered in the burial chamber, whereas only a few vessels
were recovered from the kokhim and the bone repository.

Cave 3 yielded 21 vessels: four intact, four complete, four with complete walls and nine diagnostic fragments.
The finds consist of various bottles (Figs. 5-7; 8:8, 9), an intact jug (Fig. 8:10), double kohl tubes (Figs. 9, 10)
and a rounded frit bead (not drawn). The glass finds were recovered from the kokhim and the main chamber. The
vessels are of common types, but some, like the jug, are seldom found in dated assemblages. Their ornamentation
is consistent with traditional Late Roman and Byzantine styles (fourth—sixth centuries CE): thumb-indentation,
trail application and mold-blowing.

The glassware recovered from the caves consists mainly of everyday vessels that were common during the
Roman and Byzantine periods. They may have been placed with the deceased for use in the afterlife. Alternatively,
they may have been used to prepare a funeral banquet. The vessels attest to the two burial phases in the caves.
In the Early Roman period, perfume bottles and a few serving vessels—bowls and beakers—were placed in
the caves. In the Late Roman and Byzantine periods, there was clearly an increase in the variety and quantity
of interred vessels, consisting mainly of serving ware—bowls, beakers and bottles—alongside storage vessels,
namely jars and kohl tubes. The change attests to the expansion and development of the glassware industry in the
later periods and the increased frequency of glass used in everyday life.

The excavation also yielded production debris from a glass workshop that apparently existed at the site: a drop-
like glass chunk found in Cave 2 (Fig. 4:23) and over 20 small and medium-sized chunks, most of which were
encrusted with lime deposits from the base of a glass-production furnace, found in Cave 3.

The site bears a striking resemblance to Khirbat el-Ni‘ana: Some of the vessels found at the two sites date
to later periods, and both sites yielded evidence of a glass industry, although no furnaces were discovered. If
evidence for the industry itself had not been found in both locations, the glass vessels might have been mistakenly

interpreted as the products of a single workshop at one of the two sites.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Glass finds from Cave 1.
Fig. 2. Glass finds from Cave 2.
Fig. 3. Glass finds from Cave 2.
Fig. 4. Glass finds from Cave 2.
Fig. 5. Bottles from Cave 3.
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Fig. 6. Bottles from Cave 3.

Fig. 7. Bottles from the chamber (L300) in Cave 3 (6—B2096; 7—B3115).

Fig. 8. Glass finds from Cave 3.

Fig. 9. Double tubes from the chamber (L300) in Cave 3 (11—B3091; 12—B3092).
Fig. 10. Double tubes from the chamber (L310) in Cave 3 (13—B3018; 14—B3063).
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