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HorBAT HANUT: BEADS AND BUTTONS

YEHOSHUA DRAY

Two of the caves excavated at Horbat Hanut (Caves 1 and 3; see Badhi and Ayalon 2018) yielded 55
beads, two pendants and four buttons (Figs. 1, 2; Table 1). Fifty of the beads are made of glass (Fig.
2:1-5). All were formed on a pontil rod, which allows easy removal of the finished product. These can be
subdivided into three groups: three delicate cylinders of different lengths with conical perforations (Fig.
2:1); nineteen balls (Fig. 2:2—4); and a cylinder-shaped ‘sandwich’ bead (Fig. 2:5). The latter, bearing a
strikingly intense hue, was coated with a thin layer of pigment, wrapped in a layer of transparent glass
and then pressed or ridged while rotating the rod. Also recovered were three stone beads, two made of
orange carnelian (Fig. 1:6, 7) and one of gray-green chalcedon (Fig. 1:8); a ribbed turquoise faience bead

(Fig. 2:9); two glass pendants (Fig. 2:10, 11) perforated near their narrower end; and four buttons (spindle
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whorls? Fig. 2:12, 13; Table 2) made of steatite, glass and ceramics. Similar finds are known from many
Roman- and Byzantine-period graves, including at burial sites in the eastern Sharon.
CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Various beads and pendants.

Fig. 2. Beads, pendants and buttons from Caves 1 and 3.
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